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HIGH QUALITY PORTLAND CEMENT has been man-
ufactured at our plant site since 1897.  This site was originally 
selected as an ideal location for a cement plant because of its 
vast limestone reserves, abundance of coal, which is a primary 
source of fuel, and access to the Rock Island and Illinois Cen-
tral railways – which provided efficient access to Chicago and 
much of the Midwest.

The first company to produce Portland cement at this site was 
German-American Portland Cement Works, a subsidiary of 
Portland Cementfabrik of Hamburg, Germany.  Their product 
was sold under the brand name of “Owl Cement”.

When the United States entered WWI in April 1917, the Ger-
man-American Portland Cement Works was taken over by the 
U.S. Alien Property Custodian.  Production continued however, 
but under the name of LaSalle Portland Cement Company.

In 1919 the plant was purchased by a syndicate and then sold 
to Alpha Portland Cement Company of Easton, Philadelphia in 
1920. Alpha Portland Cement Company operated the facility 
for 50 years, maintaining an average annual workforce of over 
160 men.  Over those years,  Alpha produced cement for such 
world famous projects as the Merchandise Mart and the Shedd 
Aquarium in Chicago.

On July 2, 1970 Alpha Cement management announced that 
they were to begin the process of shutting down production 
and permanently ceasing all operations at this facility.  Step by 
step, starting first with the quarry, then the kiln, grinding mills, 
and eventually shipping, all phases of Portland cement produc-
tion were permanently shut down.  By fall, Alpha Cement had 
shipped its last load of cement and officially closed the plant in 
November 1970.  

history

In 1972 a joint venture between Centex Corporation and the 
Pritzker family of Chicago was formed and this new partner-
ship purchased the Alpha Portland Cement Company plant 
and reserves that year.  In 1973-1974 the partnership, now 
known as Illinois Cement Company, built a new 1,125 ton/day 
production plant.  The plant conversion included a modern, 
state-of-the-art “dry process” system, which included a 200-
foot preheat tower.  The energy efficiency and environmental 
performance of “dry process” manufacturing technology was 
far superior to the older, “wet process” of cement manufactur-
ing that is still being utilized in the U.S. today.

the facts
ILLINOIS CEMENT COMPANY PLAYS a vital 
economic role in LaSalle and throughout the state.  Northern
Illinois University completed a report in 2010 on the econom-
ic impact of Illinois Cement Company on the Illinois economy.  
According to the study, our operation results in direct employ-
ment of 183 employees and indirect employment of an addi-
tional 497 workers.  The presence of Illinois Cement Company 
generates over $216 million per year in economic activity in 
Illinois, and $8.2 million per year in tax revenue.

In addition to LaSalle, Illinois Cement Company also operates 
a distribution terminal in Hartland, WI.  Doing business here 
as Wisconsin Cement Company, our primary market includes 
Milwaukee and the surrounding metropolitan communities of 
SE Wisconsin. 

expansion
1999 BEGAN A PROCESS of dramatic upgrades to the 
facility in LaSalle.  A new 4,000 horsepower cement finish mill 
was commissioned on schedule in June 1999 of that year and 
production capabilities were dramatically enhanced.  The $20 
million project also led to significant quality improvements and 
consistency.  

The new mill, manufactured by Humboldt-Wedag of Atlanta, 
Georgia, was fully enclosed within a new building and equipped 
with a high-efficiency separator.  Further, state-of-the-art dust 
collection systems and controls were installed as well.  

Following several upgrades within the plant such as the instal-
lation of a new rock crusher and the opening of a new quarry 
in Dimmick Township, Illinois Cement Company began an 
ambitious expansion effort in 2005.  With this effort, plant-
wide production capabilities were upgraded as were inventory 
capacities.  The plant changed in capability and appearance.

A finished cement storage dome with a capacity of 80,000 
tons was installed with its own state-of-the-art load-out 
system where customers began picking up product at the new 
scales 24 hours per day.  A new Loesche vertical roller mill 
was installed for grinding raw feed as was an energy efficient 
Humboldt-Wedag 5-stage precalciner system.  Clinker cooler 
upgrades and indirect fuel firing systems were installed.  The 
kiln speed capability was increased as was overall throughput.  
A new control room was erected with modern computer and 
PLC controllers.  

The $75 million project was successfully commissioned at 
the end of 2006. The transformation of the production facil-
ity was complete. Energy efficiency was vastly improved and 
production capability increased to 1,000,000 tons per year of 
consistent high-quality product. 

Today, Illinois Cement Company is a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Eagle Materials Inc (EXP).
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Illinois Cement Company is headquartered in LaSalle, Illinois 
and has been manufacturing and distributing bulk Portland 
cement primarily to Illinois and Wisconsin market consumers 
for nearly 40 years. 

Illinois Cement Company is an industry leader in the 
production of Portland cement.  We adhere to strict quality 
controls, process efficiencies and exceptional environmental 
technologies and safeguards.

Our products are literal building blocks for a strong, vibrant 
economic future.  From distribution terminals located in 
LaSalle, Illinois and Hartland, Wisconsin we offer high quality 
Portland cement products, including Type I and Type III, for 
use in a variety of consumer, commercial and industrial 
applications.

Illinois Cement Company, a subsidiary of Eagle Materials Inc, 
is proud to be one of only a few domestic, publically-owned 
Portland cement companies operating in the United States today.
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Illinois Cement Company· A Division of Eagle Materials



ASTM C150 (AASHTO M85) Type I, Portland Cement
(Type II and Low Alkali also available upon request)

A general purpose cement used in concrete for a wide range of 
applications including pavements, floors, buildings, bridges, concrete 
pipe, concrete block, precast and more.

ASTM C150 (AASHTO M85) Type III, Portland Cement

Chemically similar to Type I, this premium cement type is specifically 
designed to achieve shorter set times and higher, earlier strength 
development.   Type III cement is especially suited for use in high production 
concrete block and precast product applications, or any application requiring 
faster strength development and faster formwork removal.  

Product Cement

An economic alternative to Type III, this specially formulated cement 
shares similar characteristics and redeeming qualities of a Type III, and 
will likewise achieve similar results in the field, but at a reduced cost to 
the consumer.  This ASTM C150 Type III cement is a good choice for 
concrete block, pipe and precast product applications where economy 
of scale is desirable.
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Illinois Cement Company
1601 Rockwell Road
LaSalle, IL 61301
P: 815·224·2112
F: 815·224·4358

Illinois Cement Company Sales Office
1717 North Naper Boulevard · Suite 100
Naperville, IL 60563
P: 630·505·7073
F: 630·505·7085 www.eaglematerials.com

For more information on Illinois Cement Company or to retrieve copies of Mill Certificates and/or MSDS sheets, 
please contact Barb Schumacher at bschumacher@illinoiscement.com or call at 815·224·2112 ext 111  



illinois cement company
Quality is our strengthwww.eaglematerials.com

Illinois Cement Company
1601 Rockwell Road
LaSalle, IL 61301
P: 815·224·2112
F: 815·224·4358

Illinois Cement Company Sales Office
1717 North Naper Boulevard
Suite 100
Naperville, IL 60563
P: 630·505·7073
F: 630·505·7085

Wisconsin Cement Company 
701 W Capital Drive
Hartland, WI 53029
P: 262·367·5454
F: 262·367·7433

 


